walking through...

Q/()eeﬁ %a yé %Zaemé

Mcetdgfwt.ww

In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into
winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized
that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the
growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our
world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and
love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.

Below are the suggested readings for the second week of Advent. Each night, our family
will gather to read the daily scripture. Then Sunday’s reading will be repeated, the
candle will be lit, and we will finish with the prayer listed for Sunday. Please join us!

Sunday December 7, 2014

This scripture can be read each night as the candle is lit, along with the prayer below
Romans 13:11-12English Standard Version (ESV)

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone;
the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light.

Pray: Faithful God, you are at work to restore all of creation in its intended
harmony. Give us your shalom that we may be reconciled to all enemies in the peace
that passes all understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord. God of promise, God of
hope, into our darkness come. AMEN.

Monday December 8, 2014
John 3:19-21English Standard Version (ESV)

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works
should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may
be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

Tuesday, December 9, 2014
Isaiah 40:1-11English Standard Version (ESV)

Comfort for God's People
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her
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that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

The Word of God Stands Forever
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

The Greatness of God
Go on up to a high mountain,
0 Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
0 Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
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Wednesday December 10, 2014
Psalm 85 English Standard Version (ESV)

Revive Us Again
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.

Lord, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin. Selah
You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Thursday December 11, 2014
2 Peter 3:8-14English Standard Version (ESV)
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
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bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Final Words
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

Friday December 12, 2014
Mark 1:1-8English Standard Version (ESV)

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.
[ have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”



