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In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into
winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized
that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the
growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our
world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and
love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.

Below are the suggested readings for the fourth week of Advent. Each night, our family
will gather to read the daily scripture. Then Sunday’s reading will be repeated, the
candle will be lit, and we will finish with the prayer listed for Sunday. Please join us!

Sunday December 21, 2014
This scripture can be read each night as the candle is lit, along with the prayer below
1 John 1:5 English Standard Version (ESV)

Walking in the Light
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all.

Pray: God of hope, Prince of peace, Jubilee Judge, and Lord of love, your goodness is
beyond our wildest imaginings. You give us more than we can think to ask, coming
to us with impossible possibility in the union of flesh and spirit. Teach us to love this
world and all people as you love us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. God of promise, God of
hope, into our darkness come. AMEN.

Monday December 22, 2014
Isaiah 7:10-16English Standard Version (ESV)

The Sign of Immanuel

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to
the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land
whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
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Tuesday, December 23, 2014
Luke 1:26-38English Standard Version (ESV)
Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.



