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In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into 
winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized 
that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the 
growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our 
world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for 
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and 
love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.  

Below are the suggested readings for the third week of Advent. Each night, our family 
will gather to read the daily scripture.  Then Sunday’s reading will be repeated, the 
candle will be lit, and we will finish with the prayer listed for Sunday. Please join us! 

Sunday	  December	  14,	  2014	  
A	  portion	  of	  this	  scripture	  can	  be	  read	  each	  night	  as	  the	  candle	  is	  lit,	  along	  with	  the	  prayer	  
below	  

Luke	  1:67-‐79English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
Zechariah's	  Prophecy	  
	  
And	  his	  father	  Zechariah	  was	  filled	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  and	  prophesied,	  saying,	  
“Blessed	  be	  the	  Lord	  God	  of	  Israel,	  
	  	  	  	  for	  he	  has	  visited	  and	  redeemed	  his	  people	  
and	  has	  raised	  up	  a	  horn	  of	  salvation	  for	  us	  
	  	  	  	  in	  the	  house	  of	  his	  servant	  David,	  
as	  he	  spoke	  by	  the	  mouth	  of	  his	  holy	  prophets	  from	  of	  old,	  
that	  we	  should	  be	  saved	  from	  our	  enemies	  
	  	  	  	  and	  from	  the	  hand	  of	  all	  who	  hate	  us;	  
to	  show	  the	  mercy	  promised	  to	  our	  fathers	  
	  	  	  	  and	  to	  remember	  his	  holy	  covenant,	  
the	  oath	  that	  he	  swore	  to	  our	  father	  Abraham,	  to	  grant	  us	  
	  	  	  	  that	  we,	  being	  delivered	  from	  the	  hand	  of	  our	  enemies,	  
might	  serve	  him	  without	  fear,	  
	  	  	  	  in	  holiness	  and	  righteousness	  before	  him	  all	  our	  days.	  
And	  you,	  child,	  will	  be	  called	  the	  prophet	  of	  the	  Most	  High;	  
	  	  	  	  for	  you	  will	  go	  before	  the	  Lord	  to	  prepare	  his	  ways,	  
to	  give	  knowledge	  of	  salvation	  to	  his	  people	  
	  	  	  	  in	  the	  forgiveness	  of	  their	  sins,	  
because	  of	  the	  tender	  mercy	  of	  our	  God,	  
	  	  	  	  whereby	  the	  sunrise	  shall	  visit	  us	  from	  on	  high	  
to	  give	  light	  to	  those	  who	  sit	  in	  darkness	  and	  in	  the	  shadow	  of	  death,	  

	  	  	  	  to	  guide	  our	  feet	  into	  the	  way	  of	  peace.”	  
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[Repeat	  this	  portion	  with	  the	  nightly	  candle	  lighting:	  And	  you,	  child,	  will	  be	  called	  the	  prophet	  
of	  the	  Most	  High;	  for	  you	  will	  go	  before	  the	  Lord	  to	  prepare	  his	  ways,	  to	  give	  knowledge	  of	  
salvation	  to	  his	  people	  in	  the	  forgiveness	  of	  their	  sins,	  because	  of	  the	  tender	  mercy	  of	  our	  God,	  
whereby	  the	  sunrise	  shall	  visit	  us	  from	  on	  high	  to	  give	  light	  to	  those	  who	  sit	  in	  darkness	  and	  in	  
the	  shadow	  of	  death,	  to	  guide	  our	  feet	  into	  the	  way	  of	  peace.”]	  

	  
Pray:	  	  O	  Lord,	  our	  redeemer,	  you	  lead	  us	  from	  languishing	  in	  sorrow’s	  shadows	  into	  
laughter’s	  joy	  over	  your	  abundant	  restoration.	  Thank	  you	  that	  you	  are	  coming	  for	  us	  
to	  lead	  us home along your Way, Jesus Christ.  AMEN.	  

	  
Monday	  December	  15,	  2014	  

Joel	  2:24-‐26English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
“The	  threshing	  floors	  shall	  be	  full	  of	  grain;	  
	  	  	  	  the	  vats	  shall	  overflow	  with	  wine	  and	  oil.	  
I	  will	  restore	  to	  you	  the	  years	  
	  	  	  	  that	  the	  swarming	  locust	  has	  eaten,	  
the	  hopper,	  the	  destroyer,	  and	  the	  cutter,	  
	  	  	  	  my	  great	  army,	  which	  I	  sent	  among	  you.	  
“You	  shall	  eat	  in	  plenty	  and	  be	  satisfied,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  praise	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Lord	  your	  God,	  
	  	  	  	  who	  has	  dealt	  wondrously	  with	  you.	  
And	  my	  people	  shall	  never	  again	  be	  put	  to	  shame.	  

	  
Tuesday,	  December	  16,	  2014	  

Isaiah	  61:1-‐4English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
The	  Year	  of	  the	  Lord's	  Favor	  
	  
The	  Spirit	  of	  the	  Lord	  God	  is	  upon	  me,	  
	  	  	  	  because	  the	  Lord	  has	  anointed	  me	  
to	  bring	  good	  news	  to	  the	  poor;	  
	  	  	  	  he	  has	  sent	  me	  to	  bind	  up	  the	  brokenhearted,	  
to	  proclaim	  liberty	  to	  the	  captives,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  the	  opening	  of	  the	  prison	  to	  those	  who	  are	  bound;	  
to	  proclaim	  the	  year	  of	  the	  Lord's	  favor,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  the	  day	  of	  vengeance	  of	  our	  God;	  
	  	  	  	  to	  comfort	  all	  who	  mourn;	  
to	  grant	  to	  those	  who	  mourn	  in	  Zion—	  
	  	  	  	  to	  give	  them	  a	  beautiful	  headdress	  instead	  of	  ashes,	  
the	  oil	  of	  gladness	  instead	  of	  mourning,	  
	  	  	  	  the	  garment	  of	  praise	  instead	  of	  a	  faint	  spirit;	  
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that	  they	  may	  be	  called	  oaks	  of	  righteousness,	  
	  	  	  	  the	  planting	  of	  the	  Lord,	  that	  he	  may	  be	  glorified.	  
They	  shall	  build	  up	  the	  ancient	  ruins;	  
	  	  	  	  they	  shall	  raise	  up	  the	  former	  devastations;	  
they	  shall	  repair	  the	  ruined	  cities,	  
	  	  	  	  the	  devastations	  of	  many	  generations.	  

Wednesday	  December	  17,	  2014	  
Isaiah	  61:8-‐11English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
For	  I	  the	  Lord	  love	  justice;	  
	  	  	  	  I	  hate	  robbery	  and	  wrong;	  
I	  will	  faithfully	  give	  them	  their	  recompense,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  I	  will	  make	  an	  everlasting	  covenant	  with	  them.	  
Their	  offspring	  shall	  be	  known	  among	  the	  nations,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  their	  descendants	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  the	  peoples;	  
all	  who	  see	  them	  shall	  acknowledge	  them,	  
	  	  	  	  that	  they	  are	  an	  offspring	  the	  Lord	  has	  blessed.	  
I	  will	  greatly	  rejoice	  in	  the	  Lord;	  
	  	  	  	  my	  soul	  shall	  exult	  in	  my	  God,	  
for	  he	  has	  clothed	  me	  with	  the	  garments	  of	  salvation;	  
	  	  	  	  he	  has	  covered	  me	  with	  the	  robe	  of	  righteousness,	  
as	  a	  bridegroom	  decks	  himself	  like	  a	  priest	  with	  a	  beautiful	  headdress,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  as	  a	  bride	  adorns	  herself	  with	  her	  jewels.	  
For	  as	  the	  earth	  brings	  forth	  its	  sprouts,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  as	  a	  garden	  causes	  what	  is	  sown	  in	  it	  to	  sprout	  up,	  
so	  the	  Lord	  God	  will	  cause	  righteousness	  and	  praise	  
	  	  	  	  to	  sprout	  up	  before	  all	  the	  nations.	  

	  
Thursday	  December	  18,	  2014	  

Psalm	  126	  English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
Restore	  Our	  Fortunes,	  O	  Lord	  
	  
A	  Song	  of	  Ascents.	  
When	  the	  Lord	  restored	  the	  fortunes	  of	  Zion,	  
	  	  	  	  we	  were	  like	  those	  who	  dream.	  
Then	  our	  mouth	  was	  filled	  with	  laughter,	  
	  	  	  	  and	  our	  tongue	  with	  shouts	  of	  joy;	  
then	  they	  said	  among	  the	  nations,	  
	  	  	  	  “The	  Lord	  has	  done	  great	  things	  for	  them.”	  
The	  Lord	  has	  done	  great	  things	  for	  us;	  
	  	  	  	  we	  are	  glad.	  
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Restore	  our	  fortunes,	  O	  Lord,	  
	  	  	  	  like	  streams	  in	  the	  Negeb!	  
Those	  who	  sow	  in	  tears	  
	  	  	  	  shall	  reap	  with	  shouts	  of	  joy!	  
He	  who	  goes	  out	  weeping,	  
	  	  	  	  bearing	  the	  seed	  for	  sowing,	  
shall	  come	  home	  with	  shouts	  of	  joy,	  
	  	  	  	  bringing	  his	  sheaves	  with	  him.	  

	  
Friday	  December	  19,	  2014	  

1	  Thessalonians	  5:16-‐24English	  Standard	  Version	  (ESV)	  
	  
Rejoice	  always,	  pray	  without	  ceasing,	  give	  thanks	  in	  all	  circumstances;	  for	  this	  is	  the	  
will	  of	  God	  in	  Christ	  Jesus	  for	  you.	  Do	  not	  quench	  the	  Spirit.	  Do	  not	  despise	  
prophecies,	  but	  test	  everything;	  hold	  fast	  what	  is	  good.	  Abstain	  from	  every	  form	  of	  
evil.	  

Now	  may	  the	  God	  of	  peace	  himself	  sanctify	  you	  completely,	  and	  may	  your	  
whole	  spirit	  and	  soul	  and	  body	  be	  kept	  blameless	  at	  the	  coming	  of	  our	  Lord	  
Jesus	  Christ.	  He	  who	  calls	  you	  is	  faithful;	  he	  will	  surely	  do	  it.	  


